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amounting in all to about two thousand, and the force at
once occupied a large portion of the perimeter defences of the
town. One result of this action, unfortunately, was that the
local army—apparently—felt itself absolved from further
serious military responsibility; consequently, for six weeks
British troops—practically unassisted—defended Baku against
the heavy and repeated attacks of the Turks,, who sustained
heavy losses. By September, however, the enemy received
reinforcements and renewed his attack with great violence.
Every British rifle was put into the firing-line; the Bussians
and Armenians were so severely handled as to be incapable
of further fighting. Had the defenders had a kick left in
them a counter-attack must have succeeded—but no counter-
attack was possible. All that could be done to avoid disaster
to the British force was to withdraw it from Baku by night
and to retire across the Caspian Sea to Persia. Here it was
reinforced and reorganised and, as " Norperforce '* remained
in Persia to deal with a Turkish offensive thought to be
coming from the direction of Tabriz and Mianeh.
The immense demands upon the resources of the Army in
Mesopotamia made by this venture were considerably in-
creased by the stampede of some fifty thousand of the local
tribes, who fied before the Turkish advance in the Uramia*
district. The refugees—men, women, children and cattle-
arrived at Hamadan and there had to foe organised in parties
which were evacuated down the Persian line of communica-
tion to Baquba, where for two years they were maintained in
a concentration-camp.
If we except this enterprise, the summer of 1918 in Meso-
potamia passed uneventfully. New forward positions were
prepared, of course, but activity was chiefly directed towards
the reorganisation of rearward services and areas; the con-
struction of roads, railways and quarters; setting up civil
administration, and developing the general resources of the
country.
Elsewhere, important events were happening. In France,
the Allied offensive in August began to destroy in the Middle
East the last vestiges of belief in the invincibility of Germany.
Turkey, shorn of the moral and material aid of her Ally,
was wavering—the time to deal her a decisive blow had come,
Now, in 1918, this blow could not be delivered in Meso-
potamia any more than it could have been in 1914; between
* Fide Map No. 1.

